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Institute of Light Metals (ILM)

Joint Usage / Research Grant for AY 2026

The Institute of Light Metals (ILM), which is organized by Kumamoto University and the
University of Toyama, has been certified as a joint research center by the Minister of Education,

Culture, Sports, Science and Technology of Japan.

Name: Joint Research Center for Light Metal (Mg, Al or Ti based)
Opverall Period for the entire ILM Joint Usage/Research: April 1, 2022 - March 31, 2028

This announcement calls for proposals for joint research of light metals. The purpose of this
grant based project is to use ILM's various research resources and technology platforms for

collaboration between domestic and international researchers and ILM members.

There are two themes: 1) Independent research theme — An independent research idea, and

2) Focused theme — For the following four programs of ILM/Joint Usage/Research Grant.

e Focused theme
(1) R&D for transportation equipment materials
(2) R&D for biomaterials
(3) R&D for infrastructure (bridge and building) materials
(4) Research for kink strengthening mechanism

e Independent research theme

1. Joint research themes
[ILM Joint Usage/ Research Grant Program]
e Program for Joint Usage / Research Centers (JURC)

Eligibility : Domestic researchers and their graduate students in Japan

Number of grants planned : About 50
Amount of each grant : Independent research theme: 200,000JPY (Maximum amount)

(Travel Expenses, Consumable fee for research, Publication fee)
Focused theme: 300,000JPY (Maximum amount)

(Travel Expenses, Consumable fee for research, Publication fee)



e Program for International JURC
Eligibility : International researchers and their graduate students (working at a foreign research
organization)
Number of grants planned : About20
Amount of each grant : Independent research theme: 200,000JPY (Maximum amount)

(Travel Expenses, Consumable fee for research, Publication fee)
Focused theme: 300,000JPY (Maximum amount)

(Travel Expenses, Consumable fee for research, Publication fee)

e Program for providing samples and materials
Eligibility : Domestic and international researchers and their graduate students
Number of grants planned : About 5
Amount of each grant : Independent research theme: 100,000JPY (Maximum amount)

(Travel Expenses, Publication fee)
Focused theme: 150,000JPY (Maximum amount)

(Travel Expenses, Publication fee)

e Program for using ILM facilities for sample analysis and characterization
Eligibility : Domestic and international researchers and their graduate students
Number of grants planned : About 5
Amount of each grant : Independent research theme: 100,000JPY (Maximum amount)
(Travel Expenses, Publication fee)
Focused theme: 150,000JPY (Maximum amount)

(Travel Expenses, Publication fee)

. Joint research expenses

The exact amount of the grant is determined based on the number of applications. Note that

the maximum of the consumables fee is 20% of each grant.

. Eligibility of applicants
All researchers who belong to a university, a national or public research institution, are

eligible to apply. Moreover, researchers who belong to an equivalent institution who have been

approved by the Director of the ILM, are also eligible.

. Research period

One year duration for each grant (April 1, 2028 - March 31, 2027) .

[note: New applications maybe made in the following years.]



5. Application method
(1) Application method

- Before you submit your formal application, please discuss the research subject, the period
of visit, and necessary expenses with the faculty member at ILM who will conduct the joint
research.

- Apply from the website of the Joint Research Center for Light Metal Materials
(https://ilm.kumamoto-u.ac.jp/en/).

« Please note that budget has to be expended by the end of February 2026, because the Japanese

fiscal year ends on March 31 each year.

(2) Application due date
Friday, February 27, 2026

6. Results of grant application
Application will be reviewed and evaluated by the ILM committee. The evaluation and scoring
will be made based on the application documents. However, if there are any uncertain contents

of research proposal, additional document and/or an interview may be requested.

7. Joint research report
The applicant (Principal investigator) of the joint research should submit a final "Joint research
report" to ILM by Friday, April 23, 2027. The joint research report will be published in the ILM
joint research report (annual report) and will be available on our website. Therefore, please

prepare the contents for public release accordingly.

8. Publication of research results
The publication must state that the project is sponsored or partially sponsored by the
Institute of Light Metals (ILM) Joint Usage / Research project (ex. This study was supported
by Institute of Light Metals (ILM) Joint Usage / Research Grant, Kumamoto University &

University of Toyama.). Please submit a PDF copy of the article after it’s published.

9. Contact us
2-39-1 Kurokami, Chuo-ku, Kumamoto 860-8555, Japan
Inside Magnesium Research Center, Kumamoto University
Secretariat of the Institute of Light Metals
Phone/Fax: +81-96-342-3721

E-mail: mrc@kumamoto-u.ac.jp
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